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• Canadian aggregator (museum, 

universities, Non-Profit)

• 4,873,513 occurrences

• 66 collections

• Canadian GBIF node (along 

with CBIF)

• Community teaching

• Tools development





Why switch?

• Old Explorer has reached its limits

• Technical update needed (Servers, OS)

• Sustainable development

• Community support (technical)

• Community needs (scientific)

• Visualization

• Automation

• Analyses







Why ALA?

• Active development

• Living Atlases Community

• Not only an Explorer, but also…

… a spatial portal

… a crowdsourcing platform

… a citizen science platform

…

More powerful but more complex



“Great look, but how can I search for occurrences of specific species in 

my region and/or my collection?”

“Great work! But I found the new Explorer not as straightforward as the 

old one. It was easier to do searches in the old one.”

“The drop-down menu for the regions in the Advanced search is 

empty.”

“Some collections does not have the same number of occurrences on 

the Explorer and on the IPT.”

How to best address these questions 

and problems? 



Tutorials



Look

• Best features in old and new Explorer

• What users loved in the old Explorer?

• What are the important tools to keep?

Merge strong features of old and new 

Explorer to make it more user-friendly?



Workshops

• Pan-Canadian workshops (GBIF CESP program)

• Mentor Network

• Local workshops (conferences, university courses, target audience)

• Give access to all material and documentation



Community feedback

• Internal communication (mailing list, forms)

• Social networks

• Direct feedback from users at the Université de Montréal 

Biodiversity Centre

• Issue tracking on GitHub



Technical enhancing

• Fix bugs quickly when possible

• Be proactive

• Be part of the solution

• Develop for the community

• Share and document our progress



What have we learned in the process?

• Teaching is crucial. Listening too!

• Acknowledge and understand that there are different types of 

audience

• Do not move too fast, but react quickly

• Keep a buffer time (keep different tools)

• Importance to keep the communication channel open

• Be open to suggestions

• ALA framework includes powerful tools, and great support from 

the Living Atlases Community.



Want to continue the discussion?

• http://canadensys.net

• @canadensys

• Canadensys.network@gmail.com

• +1 514-343-6111 #83148

http://canadensys.net
mailto:Canadensys.network@gmail.com

