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What is the NBN? 

 Set up as an independent charity 
in 2000 
 

 c. 217 million species records 
 

 Priority is to grow national 
commitment to sharing biological 
data and information 
 

 To understand our natural world 
and use that knowledge to 
educate and inform 
 

 UK’s largest Partnership for 
Nature 

 
 
 





Aims 

Create and maintain as complete a picture as possible 
of UK biodiversity 

Share biological data 

Develop standards for data collection and exchange 

Promote the collective work of the Network  

Promote biological recording as a critical part of the 
process of learning about and caring for the 
environment 



NBN Atlas 





NBN Atlas record requirements 

Who, what, when, where 

 

Who – museum data often doesn’t 

have a recorder name 

When – often no date of collection  

Where – often no co-ordinates for 

where specimen found 



Display of museum data 

• Should specimen records be combined with field 
observations? 

 

• Should they be displayed differently? 
• Different colour? 

• Different icon? 



The Future?  

• DigiVol 

• An add-on to the Atlas of 

Living Australia 

• Allows volunteers to help 

digitise museum collections  

• ‘Virtual expeditions’ 

• Collection labels 

• Historical documents 

https://volunteer.ala.org.au/






Opportunities & challenges 
Opportunities 

• Use existing databases and digital 
infrastructure 

• Opening up data partners’ data 
collections 

• Display of collections on the NBN Atlas 

• A platform for co-ordinating volunteer 
input 

• Engagement with new audiences 

• Co-ordinating joint initiatives 

• Automating processes 

 

Challenges 

• Resources 

• Technical development & implementation 
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