
Entomological	  Collec.ons	  Network	  
	  

 
 
 
 
 
  

A	  model	  for	  accessible	  professional	  networking	  
	  

ef 
	  
	  
	   Christy	  Bills	  
ECN	  Execu=ve	  Commi?ee	  Member	  &	  	  	  
Invertebrates	  Collec=on	  Manager	  at	  
Natural	  History	  Museum	  of	  Utah	  
 

SPNHC	  2014	  



*from History of ECN presentation: David Furth of the Smithsonian Institute, 2008 





ECN	  Mission	  Statement	  
	   	   	  	  from	  1989	  workshop	  

1. To foster better lines of communication between institutions that 
maintain arthropod collections  





ECN	  Mission	  Statement	  
	   	   	  	  from	  1989	  workshop	  

1.  To foster better lines of communication between institutions that 
maintain arthropod collections  

2.  To provide a forum for education on techniques 
appropriate for the management of arthropod collections including issues related to collection 
computerization and automation of curatorial procedures 



ECN	  Mission	  Statement,	  	  	  from	  1989	  workshop	  

1.  To foster better lines of communication between institutions that 
maintain arthropod collections  

2.  To provide a forum for education on techniques 
appropriate for the management of arthropod collections including issues related to collection 
computerization and automation of curatorial procedures 

3.  To develop standards for data collection and representation in the areas of 
nomenclature and classification, geographic and locality information, database format and 
structures, applications, software, computer equipment and development languages 



*from History of ECN presentation: David Furth of the Smithsonian Institute, 2008 

0	  

50	  

100	  

150	  

200	  

250	  

19
88
	  

19
89
	  

19
90
	  

19
91
	  

19
92
	  

19
93
	  

19
94
	  

19
95
	  

19
96
	  

19
97
	  

19
98
	  

19
99
	  

20
00
	  

20
01
	  

20
02
	  

20
03
	  

20
04
	  

20
05
	  

20
06
	  

20
07
	  

20
08
	  

20
09
	  

20
10
	  

20
11
	  

20
12
	  

20
13
	  

ECN	  A?endance	  



ECN,	  2012	  
Knoxville,	  TN	  



*from History of ECN presentation: David Furth of the Smithsonian Institute, 2008 

Topics	  of	  ECN	  Presenta=ons	  	  



ECN	  Mission	  Statement,	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  from	  1989	  workshop	  

1.  To foster better lines of communication between institutions that 
maintain arthropod collections  

2.  To provide a forum for education on techniques appropriate for the 
management of arthropod collections including issues related to collection computerization 
and automation of curatorial procedures 

3.  To develop standards for data collection and representation in the areas of 
nomenclature and classification, geographic and locality information, database format and 
structures, applications, software, computer equipment and development languages 

4.  To facilitate sharing of data, programs, expertise and 
experience among arthropod collection managers, curatorial staff and interested 
members of the systematics community.   

 *from History of ECN presentation: David Furth of the Smithsonian Institute, 2008 



Posi=ve	  
•  Increasing	  a?endance	  



Posi=ve	  
•  Increasing	  a?endance	  
•  Associated	  with	  ESA	  mee=ng	  	  



Posi=ve	  
•  Increasing	  a?endance	  
•  Associated	  with	  ESA	  mee=ng	  
•  List-‐serv	  
	  



Posi=ve	  
•  Increasing	  a?endance	  
•  Associated	  with	  ESA	  mee=ng	  
•  List-‐serv	  
•  Great	  sponsors	  
	  	  



ECN Sponsors… 



Posi=ve	  
•  Increasing	  a?endance	  
•  Associated	  with	  ESA	  mee=ng	  
•  List-‐serv	  
•  Great	  sponsors	  
•  Loosely	  organized	  

•  no	  ‘real’	  membership	  and	  no	  dues	  
•  Inexpensive	  
•  Informal	  	  

	  	  



Current	  officers	  



Nega=ve	  
•  Loosely	  organized	  

•  transfer	  of	  officership	  
•  recruitment	  of	  help	  
•  no	  “real”	  vo=ng	  body	  
•  banking	  issues	  

	  	  



New	  Direc=ons	  
•  Partner	  with	  iDigBio	  

•  Webconferencing	  
•  Increase	  interna=onal	  exposure	  
•  Support	  SCNet	  

•  Partner	  with	  SPNHC	  
•  Publish	  Best	  Prac=ces	  papers?	  	  
•  Social	  Media	  Team	  –	  Facebook	  and	  Twi?er	  	  
•  Structure	  

•  Vo=ng	  body	  
•  New	  bylaws	  

	  



Thank you… 
 
To Gil Nelson of iDigBio for inviting me to represent ECN  
 
To Katja Seltmann for the original discussion of the the ECN model 
 
To David Furth of the Smithsonian Institute for generously sharing  the History of ECN presentation 


