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Give yourselves a big hand!
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Give NSF a healthy round of applause
Judy Skog

Anne Maglia
NIBA

Roland Roberts
Reed Beaman

Collections and biodiversity research
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Community cohesiveness
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Exciting research outcomes from digital 
data proliferation

2nd Digital Data in Biodiversity Research 
Conference
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Raising the profiles of natural history 
museums and biodiversity collections
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ADBC pursuing its 7th year of operation.

Renewed September 1, 2016.

Potential for sunset in 2021??!!

What Next?
Metrics
BCoN

Innovation & new uses of collections/data
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ADBC pursuing its 7th year of operation.

Renewed September 1, 2016.

Potential for sunset in 2021??!!
SUSTAINABILITY

What Next?
Metrics
BCoN

Innovation & new uses of collections/data
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TCN Reports
oVert: first vertebrate TCN and first instance of CT imaging for a TCN; innovation & 
new twists pay

SoRo: beginning to expand into specialized biomes and niches

Both with strong broader impacts initiatives

Technological improvements in image production Megalopolis

SERNEC: persistence!

Vouchered Animal Communications: technology for linking collections

NEVP: leadership to and collaboration with the plant phenology community

Continuing commitment: Bryophytes & lichens, TriTrophic, Macrofungi, Invertnet, 
SCAN, Paleoniches (Thiers, Liberman, Cobb, Rabeler, Sierwald, Karim, Nash, and 
Zaspel apparently can’t get enough of this stuff!)

People make the difference
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The Evolving Hierarchy Serving Aggregation 

IPT
(Darwin Core)

(Audubon Core)

~130 Million 
specimen 
records

~105 Million 
specimen 
records

Institutionally specific Local and Networked Databases



28

In	an	early	press	release	announcing	the	first	round	of	Advancing	the	
Digitization	of	Biodiversity	Collections	(ADBC)	awards	(July	8,	2011),	the	
National	Science	Foundation	(NSF)	several	times	referenced	the	importance	of	
what	it	called	“dark	data”—data	that	are	essentially	inaccessible	to	most	
biologists,	ecologists,	policy-makers,	the	general	public,	and	other	scientists.	

Mobilizing Dark Data from Small Collections

The longest tail of these “dark data” may well be locked up in small 
collections that lack sufficient resources to mobilize them for broad use.
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~105 million specimen records; ~22.5 million media records

Results of Digitization
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ADBC Impacts on Community Expansion & Collaboration

SPNHC
ECN, ASB, BSA, ESA, ASIH, GSA, OBFS

iDigPaleo/Fossil Insects (Florissant, NPS, NMNH, iDigBio)
BLUE (Biodiversity Literacy in Undergraduate Education)

ePANDDA
MorphoSource

LepNet’s Fieldguide collaboration
International collaboration on phenology scoring

Broadening participation
MolluscaBase

MilliBase
WoRMs

Argonne National Labs
Notes From Nature, WeDigBio

BONAP 
CyVerse

Amateur involvement (mycologists and paleontologists)
International collaborations (NHM, European iniatives, ALA, GBIF, etc., etc.)

Correctional facilities
Paleo + Neo (oVert, Jenny McGuire, iDigPaleo)
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Thank you all for coming

Give yourselves another big round of 
applause!
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