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1. What is MorphoBank?

Web application and database that allows users, 
collaborating in real time, to build matrices 
linked to comparative phenomic data through a 
web browser interface.



Traditional Software

2. Why MorphoBank?



2. Why MorphoBank?

• MorphoBank is both a web application and a database

• It is a discipline specific repository where one can build matrices linked 

to comparative phenomic data. 

• Allows real time  collaboration, where users can label and score 

characters and/or media in phylogenetic matrices, specify relationships 

among characters, download matrices for analysis, and even analyze the 

data without leaving the interface. 

• The data published live must be affiliated with a scientific, peer-

reviewed publication.

• The content on MorphoBank can be consumed by scientists and the 

public alike.



3. Overview

• Phylogenetic matrix

• Media

• Taxa - Specimens 

• Bibliography

• Documents
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• Data archiving is a key objective of contemporary science and for 

that discipline-specific databases should be use.

• If phenomic matrix data are stored in MorphoBank, users are 

guaranteed an executable file and taxa and characters linked in 

database tables as well as to NCBI Taxonomy, EOL, iDigBio and 

CIPRES tools. 

• Archiving of data in MorphoBank needs to be planned from the 

start of a project not the end.

• Discussion with Figshare

• Paleobiology Database

Summary and future plans



founded in 2000 by comparative biologists

Support



Thanks!

Questions?


