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So Collection Managers are  overwhelmed 
with feedback requests, right? 

NO.  Actually not… 



iDigBio has feedback 
capability too. 





If you download and use specimen 
data, PLEASE send some feedback! 

Georeferencing 

Updated 
Identifications 
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classificatio
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The Puer Group (sensu lato) (PG (s.l.): composed of 24 species  
(6 sensu stricto groups) of flightless Melanoplus spp. of the 

southeastern U.S. 

•  united	
  by	
  similar	
  
morphology	
  

•  83.3%	
  inhabit	
  narrow	
  
ranges	
  

•  Speciated	
  due	
  to	
  a	
  
combina?on	
  of	
  
vicariance,	
  sexual	
  
selec?on	
  by	
  cryp?c	
  
female	
  choice,	
  &	
  
ecological	
  
preferences	
  

M.	
  rotundipennis	
  

Orthoptera: Acrididae: Melanoplinae 



2014 Consensus distribution map based on >4,000 georeferenced 
museum/recently-collected specimens (from 9 U.S. collections) 

Maps 



2014 Consensus distribution map based on >4,000 georeferenced museum/recently-
collected specimens (from 9 U.S. collections – database composed of borrowed specimens 

and existing virtual records) 

GEOLocate 
	
  

hEp://www.museum.tulane.edu/geolocate/	
  



Georeferencin
g can assist in 
species 
identifications 

2014 Consensus distribution map based on >4,000 georeferenced museum/recently-
collected specimens (from 9 U.S. collections – database composed of borrowed specimens 

and existing virtual records) 



Georeferencing 
is not perfect 
and knowing 
your system is 
important! 

2013 Consensus distribution map based on >4,000 georeferenced museum/recently-
collected specimens (from 9 U.S. collections – database composed of borrowed specimens 

and existing virtual records) 
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Also useful for 
continued 
research once 
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Let the data-gatherers know somehow that their data is being 
used and for what. 
 
Data collection appears to be on every collection’s collective 
mind, but demonstrating their use and justifying continued 
financial support requires further data collection. 
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