
Notes	  from	  Nature:	  a	  tool	  for	  ci0zen	  
science	  engagement	  and	  

transcrip0on	  of	  natural	  history	  
collec0on	  records.	  	  

Or	  
NFN:	  	  Where	  Now?	  



Digi0za0on	  Challenges	  
GeAng	  the	  job	  done	  this	  century	  
•  Volume	  	  
•  Data	  heterogeneity	  
•  Prac0ce	  heterogeneity	  
•  QA/QC	  



Digi0za0on	  Challenges	  

Public	  engagement	  
Promote	  knowledge	  about:	  

•  Organisms	  
•  Museum	  collec0ons	  
•  Museum	  prac0ces	  
•  Use	  of	  specimens	  in	  research	  
•  Collabora0ve	  digi0za0on	  
•  People,	  places,	  taxa	  

	  

	  







Organized	  By	  Collec0ons	  



Collec0ons	  Pages	  



Transcrip0on	  Interface	  



Engagement	  
•  Blog	  posts	  
•  Content	  

•  Social	  Media	  

•  Profiles	  
•  hUp://blog.notesfromnature.org/2013/05/11/profile-‐of-‐
notes-‐from-‐nature-‐ci0zen-‐scien0st-‐el_lion/	  

•  Talk	  page	  (super	  important!)	  
•  Novel	  incen0ves,	  connec0ons	  

•  iDigBio/NfN	  Hackathon	  
•  Species	  naming/NfN	  event	  in	  Nov.	  

•  A	  Transcriber’s	  Life	  



Notes	  from	  Nature	  Forum	  
(and	  a	  huge	  advantage	  of	  the	  Zooniverse	  pladorm)	  



Each	  Registered	  User	  Gets	  A	  Profile	  Page	  



SUCCESS!	  

	  
•  hUp://blog.notesfromnature.org/2013/07/01/stats_first_look/	  

•  ~400,000	  transcrip0ons	  
•  ~5000	  volunteers	  signed	  up	  
•  Worldwide	  distribu0on	  of	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  transcribers	  
•  New	  collec0ons	  (bird	  ledgers,	  
	  	  	  	  	  macrofungi)	  
•  New	  and	  exci0ng	  engagement	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  ideas	  
	  



Press	  
•  Wired	  

•  hUp://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2013/05/museum-‐collec0on-‐insects/?pid=7002	  

•  Daily	  Mail	  
•  hUp://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/ar0cle-‐2330424/Can-‐decipher-‐Darwins-‐

handwri0ng-‐Museum-‐calls-‐help-‐deciphering-‐handwriUen-‐labels-‐collec0on.html	  

•  BBC	  
•  Webscape,	  Kate	  Russell	  

•  NPR	  story	  today!	  
	  



EEK!	  	  SUCCESS!	  	  	  
•  Growing	  pains	  
•  Dealing	  with	  “onboarding”	  new	  collec0ons	  
•  Dealing	  with	  transcribed	  data	  on	  the	  back	  end	  
•  Con0nuing	  to	  stay	  involved	  with	  transcrip0on	  
community	  

•  Organiza0on	  models.	  
•  Funding	  growth	  
•  Sustainability	  
•  Dealing	  with	  all	  the	  stuff	  we	  wished	  we	  did	  beUer	  

	  	  





IN	  PRACTICE:	  	  RECONCILING	  TRANSCRIPTIONS	  



BETTER	  WAYS	  TO	  UNDERSTAND	  MOTIVATIONS	  OF	  CITIZEN	  SCIENTISTS	  
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NOTES	  	  
FROM	  	  
NATURE:	  
	  
SNAPSHOT	  
OF	  THE	  	  
PRESENT	  
	  
	  	  (all	  the	  	  
	  	  highlited	  
	  	  items)	  



NOTES	  	  
FROM	  	  
NATURE:	  
MISSING	  
PIECES	  
	  
#1	  –	  Partner	  	  
Portals.	  
	  
ParHal	  
independence	  
from	  Zooniverse	  
(which	  everyone	  
	  	  wants)	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



NOTES	  	  
FROM	  	  
NATURE:	  
MISSING	  
PIECES	  
	  
#2	  –	  Divide	  	  
collecHons	  into	  
missions	  
	  
Single	  most	  	  
Important	  thing	  
for	  many	  providers	  
(has	  links	  to	  	  
	  moHvaHon)	  
	  
	  
	  



NOTES	  	  
FROM	  	  
NATURE:	  
MISSING	  
PIECES	  
	  
#3	  –	  Data	  veSng	  
and	  OCR	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Notes	  from	  Nature	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Governance:	  	  	  	  

-‐  Steering	  CommiUee	  (Chaired	  by	  NEON’s	  own	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Michael	  Denslow)	  
-‐  Needed	  for	  joint	  governance	  issues	  	  
-‐  Includes	  Zooniverse	  members	  
-‐  Provides	  a	  single	  voice	  to	  the	  community	  	  


