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eFlora Platform: a use case for Virtual 
Taxonomic Infrastructure

What is Virtual Taxonomic Infrastructure?
• tools to support the work of taxonomists in an online/digital 
environment
• aimed at accelerating species discovery

What is the eFlora Platform?
• systems and tools to support the online creation, curation, 
sharing and delivery of content for floras
• aimed at gaining efficiencies in developing floras



Looking for a model that:

- maximises exposure of partners

- maximises local process links

- maximises dispersal of expertise

- maximises ownership of content

- minimises risk due funding uncertainties
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Key capability: authoritative



Building an eFlora platform

Key features…sharing

Key capability: share content



Key capability: attribution



Biota of the 
Australian Alps

Key capability: scalable



Biota of your region

Key capability: scalable



Birds of your region

Key capability: scalable



Partners: CHAH, ABRS, ALA

Steering Committee: Judy West, Kevin Thiele, Ilse Breitwieser, Brett Summerell, John La Salle, 

Peter Doherty

Reference Group: Aaron Wilton, Alison Vaughan, Joanne Nathan, Ben Richardson, Rebecca Pirzl

HISCOM members

Herbaria staff: National Herbarium of Victoria, State Herbarium of South Australian Herbarium, 

Queensland Herbarium, Tasmanian Herbarium, National Herbarium of New South Wales, 

Western Australian Herbarium, Australian Tropical Herbarium, Northern Territory Herbarium, 

ABRS Flora of Australia

Developers: Mark Chambers, Dave Martin. Collections community developers Niels Klazenga, 

Ben Richardson


