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New PHDs 1993-2002

Black (2.6%)

Hispanic (3.7%)

Other

PHDs 2008

White (3690)

Asian/Pacific
Islanders (595)

Latinos (253)

Black (241)

Population 2012 (%)

White (77.9)

Black/African
American (13.1)

Native American
(1.2)

Other (7.8)

528 iDigBio Attendees

African
American/Black
(0)

Native American
(1%)

Hispanic/Latino
(7%)

Hispanic/Latino=16.9%

A Few Numbers

US Census Bureau: Quick Facts (http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/00000.html)

National Center for Education Statistics (http://ccv.med.harvard.edu/diversity.htm)

National Center for Education Statistics (http://ccv.med.harvard.edu/diversity.htm)

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/00000.html
http://ccv.med.harvard.edu/diversity.htm
http://ccv.med.harvard.edu/diversity.htm
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Fifteen students accepted for this opportunity.
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Where do we begin?

Research shows that kids that have 
developed an interest in science by the 

end of elementary school are more likely 
to pursue advanced science courses in 

high school or college.

How do we nurture that love of science?
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Ways to Engage

Elementary school students
• Career days
• Shadowing
• Summer day camps
• Providing programs that showcase the collections

High school students
• Internships
• Community service projects
• Shadowing
• Junior curator programs

College students
• Internships
• Volunteer opportunities
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How do we involve the younger generations?

• Get the parents involved via citizen science projects
• Notes from Nature (notesfromnature.org)
• Your Wild Life (yourwildlife.org)

• Provide programs for educators
• Summer educator institutes or educator-in-residence
• One day workshops – for teachers or at the schools
• Fieldtrips
• Resources on the web
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Where do we start?

• Begin with your local educators
• Provide web-based resources

• Handouts (ex. what’s in my backyard)
• Videos (short)

• Basics of your specialty
• Tour of the collection
• Novel new approach to your research
• A day in the life

• Skype with the classroom
• Q&A

• Present at career day
• Create a simple in-school program
• Video contest

• Encourage educators to bring the students to the museum
• Behind the scenes tours
• Short presentation
• Simple interactive programs
• Send students home with citizen science information & how to get more 

involved 
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• Is your institution reaching out to elementary and middle schools?
• What approach have you found works best?

• How can museums foster credit-based internships for high school 
students?

• What methods have been successful at your institution in opening 
collections to underrepresented populations?

• What are your biggest road blocks to reaching out to your local schools 
and underrepresented populations?

• Are smaller institutions more closely tied to their communities, and 
hence more likely to recruit from local sources?

Let’s talk….


