


 More than 400 individual collections; ~300,000 sets
 More than 8,700 individual collectors
 Individual collections range in size from 1 egg set to

>14,000 sets –

 E.g., LSU (10,000), SDNHM (12,000), Patuxent (10,000),
Philadelphia Academy of NS (8,000), Nelson Hoy (PA,
14,500 + 28,000 from the Norrises), Richard Etchecopar
(FR, 7,000), Ed Harrison (11,000)



15 Largest North American Egg Collections

Collection # of egg sets as of 2013

Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology 300,000

Delaware MNH 36,700

Smithsonian 31,300

San Bernadino Museum 28,000

Field Museum of NH 21,000

American Museum of NH 16,000

Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, UC Berkeley 14,000

Royal Alberta Museum 14,000

University of Wisconsin, Green Bay 12,000

Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard 11,600

Royal Ontario Museum 11,300

Santa Barbara MNH 11,000

California Academy of Sciences 11,000

Florida Museum of NH, University of Florida 10,400

Carnegie MNH 9,930





 Entered basic data from 56,000 study skin labels
 Entered basic data from ~100,000 egg set records
 Photographed egg sets and nests of approx 750 species

of birds breeding in the USA for Birds of North
America online project

Data entry was primarily accomplished by volunteers
and staff over a 10-year period.
In 2006, all digitized data were uploaded into Ornis, and
were regularly updated thereafter.





 Part- and full-time data entry technicians scanned more
than 83,000 Passerine egg and nest records;

 Captured data from 83,000 Passerine egg and nest records;
 Photographed 83,000 egg sets;
 And georeferenced 72,000 records.
 All data were uploaded regularly throughout the project

into Ornis and Ornis2; VertNet; GBIF; and during the last
year of the project, iDigBio

 All photos, scans, and data available for downloading
through the WFVZ’s website (coming shortly)

 THANK YOU, NSF!!!







 Photographs of remainder of egg collection specimens
(non-passerine sets; approximately  150,000)
 Photographs of nest collection specimens (20,000

specimens)
 Scanning of fieldnotes collection
 Climate-control infrastructure
 Walk-in freezer
 Laboratory upgrades for processing egg contents and

tissues for contamination studies, and etc!


