
Welcome to the Terrestrial Parasite Tracker (TPT) Best Practices and 
Standardization of Digital Data Capture Workshop!

Workshop Development Team: 
Jen Zaspel, Kathryn Sullivan, Katja Seltmann, Jorrit Poelen, Julie Allen, 

Alyssa Caywood, Julia Colby, Chris Tyrrell, Stephen Cameron, Petra 
Sierwald, Rebekah Shuman, Jim Louderman, Erika Tucker, Matt Yoder, 

Neil Cobb, Maureen Turcatel, Julia Snyder, Theresa Reilly

Supported by: NSF, iDigBio, and the Field Museum of Natural History



Workshop Information and Agenda

● What are we doing here?
● What do we hope to accomplish?
● What are the next steps?



Next Steps: A Review
● Review digitization plans
● Work with Kat/Mark on ordering
● Work with Kat on taxonomy x platform
● Work with Chris/Alyssa on workflow 

development and reporting 
● Hire technicians/students (slide cleaning, 

organizing, barcoding, taxonomy)
● Learn Inselect (segmentation) and 

Geolocate (georeferencing)



Workshop Information and Agenda

● What are we doing here?
- Demonstrating/distributing digitization workflows
- Developing/communicating approaches for sharing taxonomy (arthropod/host)
- Demonstrating online data/image delivery to SCAN
- Learning how to set up NfN expeditions 
- Demonstrating/distributing georeferencing workflows and best practices
- Practicing transcription and interpretation of interactions data for GloBI
- Learning about FieldGuide, BrainScoop, and BLUE!
- Meeting colleagues from various TPT stakeholder/collaborator groups



Workshop Information and Agenda 

● What do we hope to accomplish?
- Our primary goal is to provide data providers the tools needed to meet their 

digitization goals for TPT
- Develop ideas for research projects that will use TPT data
- Develop a schedule of deliverables for BI activities
- Outline 2-3 papers for TPT community publications



Workshop Information and Agenda 

● Where are we headed next?
- Project tracking review; online data delivery is key...
- TPT Data Entry/Interactions Webinar April 1st
- Next iDigBio QReport May
- Next TPT workshop FMNH (October 2020 tentative)
- Last TPT workshop TBD (year 3)



Workshop Information and Agenda 

● Materials/handouts
- Workshop folder
- USB Drives
- Association data mapping x platform 
- TaxonWorks files
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Update on Research Advisory Board 
and 

Georeferencing Working Group 

● RAB is comprised of researchers from academic and non-academic institutions
● Working to define project goals and conditions for collaboration (e.g., how to 

handle student data, data requested for proposals, publications, etc.)
● Developing digitization priorities for research publications     
● TPT needs a GR working group to synthesize existing resources and develop 

standards
● DD2021 TPT Talks



Workshop Ground Rules
Guidelines for Participation 

● Everyone’s input is equally valued; no idea is bad

● Only one conversation will go on at once (unless subgroups are working on a topic)

● Respect each speaker: Don’t take part in side conversations; listen and ask clarifying

questions

● Off-target discussions are limited to five minutes and then recorded as issues

● Discussions and criticisms will focus on interests, not people

● Encourage other team members

● Support everyone's right to be heard; share “air time”

● Keep phones on silent or vibrate mode during the session

● Include everyone in the discussion, respect one another's ideas

● Exchange relevant workshop information with non-group members



● Scanning Trays
○ Next batch order around end of March
○ Tray template information documents on flash drives
○ Still able to order trays!

TPT Equipment Update



● Taxonomy
○ Available csv files in Google drive

■ Astigmata mites and Acari higher taxonomy
■ Worldwide fleas
■ Black flies

○ New csv files
■ Psychodids--sandfly list from WRBU

○ Diptera coming soon (NA mosquitoes) 
○ Other resources

■ Vectorbase ontology
https://www.vectorbase.org/ontology-browser

TPT Taxonomy Update

https://www.vectorbase.org/ontology-browser
https://www.vectorbase.org/ontology-browser
https://www.vectorbase.org/ontology-browser


TPT Taxonomy Update

TaxonWorks is the new taxonomy management tool for TPT

● 3 files live in TW now, try to 
access during workshop

● Long term sustainability 
○ Collaborative
○ Generate project 

checklists
○ Tool to navigate 

collections
○ Batch download files in 

variety of formats, 
advanced filtering 
available

○ Community paper


