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We	changed	a	lot…
“This	report	was	prepared	for	the	Council	of	Systematic	Malacologists	and	was	adopted	…	in	July,	1980”

Solem,	A.,	W.K.	Emerson,	B.	Roth	and	F.G.	Thompson.	1981.	Standards	for	malacological	
collections. Curator 24(1):	19-28.



We	changed	a	lot…
“This	report	was	prepared	for	the	Council	of	Systematic	Malacologists	and	was	adopted	…	in	July,	1980”

• Basic	specimen	data	

• Need	for	climate	control

• Proper	storage	(e.g.	glass	quality)

• Morphology-focused	preservation	(pre	DNA	sequencing)

• Locality	data	(marked	physical	maps	should	be	deposited	with	the	

specimens)

• First	hints	at	using	computers	for	local data	retrieval	of	collections	data



1975	baseline	data
October	1975



Size	matters
1975:		8	institutions	holding	ca.	80%	of	lots	(and	specimens)

1975	(>160,000	lots) 2017	(>200,000	lots)
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*LACM



Size	matters
1975:		8	institutions	holding	ca.	80%	of	lots	(and	specimens)

1975	(>160,000	lots) 2017	(>200,000	lots)
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Comparison	is	difficult

LACM	with	ca.	500,000	lots	of	which	114,178	are	catalogued

CASIZ	with	92,000	lots	+	280,000	lots	in	quality	backlog

Various	levels	and	quality	of	cataloging



Where/how	are	the	others?

http://wwx.inhs.illinois.edu/
collections/mollusk/links/list

26	NA	collections	in	Solem et	al.	1975
60	in	Cummings	et	al.	2009												>>>

80	contacted	in	2017,	of	these:
§ 73	now	known/suspected	to	hold	mollusks
§ 45	responded	with	questionnaire	return
§ 28	with	“other	status”

§ Focus	on	USA	and	Canada;	Mexico	needed
§ Currently	36	U.S.	States	









Database	Systems

Kemu Specify Arctos MS	Access Symbiota Paradox other



Digitization	Status

None 3

10-20% 4

21-30% 2

31-50% 4

51-80% 6

90-99% 10

USNM	
ANSP	
FMNH

AMNH	
LACM



ID	level	of	catalogued	material		

<	30% 3

30-50% 4

51-80% 8

81-100%	 23



Backlog	size

large 9

medium 7

small 9

none 2

Uncertainty	about	quality	and	quantity
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