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What is collection digitization?

ÅLƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǘŜōǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΧ
ïDigitization efforts often start and end at 

computerizing paper catalogs

ïMay include georeferencingwith resources available

ïAlso might include imaging specimens, imaging 
paper collections, archiving media specimens, etc.

ÅSo, where are we in the mammal collection 
community?
ïGood question!!!

ï[ŜǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ¦aa½ aŀƳƳŀƭǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ



Looking at the UMMZ Mammals 
(1800s & 1900s)

Å1817 ςUniversity of 
Michigan founded

Å1837 ςCabinet of Natural 
History established by 
the state of Michigan

Å1913 ςUMMZ formed as 
an independent research 
museum

Å1977 ςWith NSFsupport, 
UMMZ Mammals begins 
to digitize paper catalog



Looking at the UMMZ Mammals 
timeline (1980s & 1990s)

Å 1982 ςFull computerization 
achieved using Taxiron 
university's mainframe

Å 1984 ςAdditional NSFsupport 
completes digitization of UMMZ 
Mammals special collections

Å 1994 ςUMMZ Mammals began 
using Filemakeron its own 
machines

Å 1994 ςNSFsupports the first 
grant to establish the Animal 
5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ²Ŝō όƳƻǊŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΧύ


