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Georeference: a numerical 
description of a place that can be 
mapped and that describes the 
spatial extent and associated 
uncertainty of the locale

Species: Polypodium californicum
State: CA 

County: Marin 
Locality: Marin Municipal Water 
District Lands: Mount Tamalpais. 

Middle Peak Rd. culvert RT-3

37.930, -122.587



1. Data Acquisition
- Digitized data 

aggregators
- Specimen data

4. Visualize
- GPS Visualizer
- Google Earth

2. Data Cleaning & 
Preparation
- Excel
- Scripts
- Google Refine

3. Georeferencing
- Geolocate
- Google Maps
- Other sites
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Collaborative or Batch Geolocate



Additional Resources
• Digitized Data

– iDigBio (www.idigbio.org)
– GBIF (www.gbif.org)
– BISON (http://bison.usgs.ornl.gov/)

• Data Cleaning and Preparation
– Google Refine (http://openrefine.org/)

• Georeferencing
– GeoLocate (http://www.museum.tulane.edu/geolocate/)
– Google Maps (www.maps.google.com)
– Falling Rain (www.fallingrain.com)

• Hard to find localities worldwide

– Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names (http://bit.ly/Getty-TGN)
• Historic or alternative locality names worldwide

– JRC Fuzzy Gazetteer (http://dma.jrc.it/services/fuzzyg/)
• Worldwide gazetteer for bad spelling

• Links with links
– HerpNet (http://herpnet.org/Gazetteer/GeorefResources.htm)
– Canadensys (http://www.canadensys.net/georeferencing)
– iDigBio (https://www.idigbio.org/wiki/index.php/Georeferencing)


