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Arthropod Easy Capture 



Tri-Trophic Thematic Collections 
Network (tcn.amnh.org)

Digitizing true bugs, host plants, 
and parasitoids

Lead PI Randall T. Schuh

With 35 partner institutions 
including the New York Botanical 
Garden

• 238,486 records across the 
project 

• 929,751 records captured in this 
database across all projects 
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Before Digitization:
Pre-Curation
Money was set aside to pay for experts to review 
collections.

Saving time and increasing confidence by:

• review determinations

• review nomenclature

• pre-stage specimens



Workflow: 
Staging and Data Capture
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Staging: Before Data Entry

We sort trays by sex and 
collection event 

The database allows long 
series to be entered together

Ensures that trays are curated 
properly 
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Barcodes: A pathway from shared 
data to specimen

Encoded within matrix:

• Institution code 

• Collection code

• Specimen ID

Corresponds with the 
requirements of 

Darwin Core 

Occurrence ID 

Photo by Jackie Du



Arthropod Easy Capture
http://sourceforge.net/projects/arthropodeasy/

• PHP , MySQL open source application 

• Designed by entomologists

• Arthropod specific

• web-based collaborative research

• planetary biodiversity inventory projects

• lightweight solution for rapid data entry



Entering Data

• Enter direct to database, so no excel upload

• Avoids duplicates from spelling errors because 
entries are tied to authority files

• Interface allows you to tab between fields, avoiding 
using the mouse

• All data entry fields are on one screen 

• Sections can be cleared separately

• Database and collection of record available for 
research immediately



Museum Mode



Taxon Information: Genus Search



Taxon Information: Species



Search for localities,



or lookup localities by county.



Edit Mode



Modify multiple records at once



Query Mode



Discover Life



Staten Island Museum 
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In Summary

Arthropod Easy Capture

• Intuitive

• Minimal Training

• Individualized Workflows 
and adaptable 

• Web Accessible

Photo by Elaine Guevara



Thank you

Arthropod Easy Capture  

http://sourceforge.net/projects/arthropodeasy/

Tri-Thematic Collection Network

http://tcn.amnh.org/

Feel free to email with further question

svalentinsson@amnh.org

kseltmann@amnh.org

http://sourceforge.net/projects/arthropodeasy/
http://tcn.amnh.org/

