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Biological Research/Field Stations

~265 in the U.S.

Biological field stations:
• outdoor/indoor laboratories for students, researchers, and the general public
• vary greatly in form and purpose
• standalone or associated with an academic institution
• marine and terrestrial
• usually limited in geographic scope
• often located in and have access to biodiversity hotspots or endemic habitats

~500 worldwide
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Collections in Field/Research Stations

Results from a recent and on-going survey through the OBFS listserv (and 
elsewhere) suggest that as many as 83% of field stations in the U.S. support 
biological collections:

• Research
• Identification
• Documentation

Collection Types Represented

Arthropods Mammals
Birds Marine invertebrates
Butterflies and moths Mollusks
Fish Plants 
Insects Reptiles/amphibians

Usually small numbers
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Small, potentially with multiple collections
Focused

Research centered
Rich data

Potentially the best representation of a limited geographic area
High value specimens

Not widely disseminated, duplicated, or available

Biological Research/Field Stations
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Two examples



7

Tallahassee Red Hills Region



8

Biological Collections Fire ecology
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Longleaf Pine Ecosystem
Formerly more than 90 Million acres
Now about 3,000 old growth acres remain
Much of it under the management of Tall Timbers

• Archeology-Paleontology
• Birds
• Bird Photo Archive
• Insects
• Mammals
• Plants
• Reptiles and Amphibians
• Worms

Collections
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Imaging station
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Unequalled opportunity 
for completeness and detail
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