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Natural History Museum of Los 
Angeles County

• Founded in 1913
• One of the largest in the U.S.
Mollusca 450,000 Ornithology 115,000

Polychaeta 400,000 Mammalogy 100,000

Crustacea 140,000 Anthro/Archaeo 140,000

Other Phyla 170,000 Vertebrate Paleo 650,000

Ichthyology 260,000 Dinosaur Inst. 50,000

Herpetology 200,000 Invertebrate Paleo 575,000

Entomology 1,800,000 Minerals 150,000

Total: 5,200,000 specimen lots



Wet Collections
• Why is so little digitized? Because it’s hard



(Crowdsourcing?)



Acquisitions
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Common Collection Data



Collections Include…
• Allan Hancock Foundation — Velero III & IV
• Oregon State University — Andrew Carey
• Bureau of Land Management — SCB, benthic macrofauna
• Bureau of Land Management — SCB, rocky intertidal
• LA-LB Harbor Studies
• Mineral Management Service — CAMP
• Mineral Management Service — CARP
• Mineral Management Service — Phase I
• Bureau of Land Management — SCB, sandy beaches
• King Harbor, Redondo Beach (Straughan)
• Moss Landing Invasive Species Study 2003–2008
• Pulse — Ken Smith
• …



Eastern Pacific Marine TCN

• Institutions:
– California Academy of Sciences
– Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County
– Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History
– University of Alaska, Fairbanks
– Scripps Institution of Oceanography
– Gustav Paulay (Florida Museum of Natural History)

• What happened?



TCN Failure

• Good people
• Good intentions — digitize EP holdings

• Collections are diverse
• Therefore approaches are diverse

• Coherent planning requires understanding
• Every participating institution must visit

every participating institution

TCN Success



Begin with the 
people

Map common 
ground

Solutions will 
emerge


