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Make Data Count: 
A Brief History
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www.makedatacount.org

http://www.makedatacount.org
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Standardizing



COUNTER Code of Practice for Research Data 

www.projectcounter.org/code-of-practice-rd-sections/

… provides the standard that enables 
the knowledge community to count the 
use of electronic resources

https://www.projectcounter.org/code-of-practice-rd-sections/foreword/


Key Definitions

Dataset: An aggregation of data, published or curated by a single agent, 
available for access or download in one or more formats

Component: Part of the data available for a dataset, and can be accessed or 
downloaded individually

Collection: A curated aggregation of datasets

Version: Significant changes to the content and/or metadata associated with 
changes in one or more components



COUNTER Sessions

Session: a successful request of an online service. A single user 
connects to the service or database and ends by terminating activity.

Total_Dataset_Investigations: Total number of times a dataset or 
information related to a dataset was accessed

Unique_Dataset_Investigations: Number of datasets investigated 
in unique user-sessions
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Contributing



Citations and/or usage for:
● A dataset?
● Researcher's datasets?
● A data center?
● Resulting from funding?

+
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Aggregations: Repositories









Aggregations: Researchers





● Repositories

● Researchers

● Projects

● Groups and Labs

● Grants

● Funders

● ...

Aggregations from DataONE



Challenges for Biodiversity

➔ Billions of records, trillions of events

➔ Identifier schemes with decentralized authority

➔ Publication practices to include identifiers

➔ Researcher identification



Make Data Count!

Process logs against the CoP for comparable views and downloads

Submit standardized logs to EventData for aggregation and transparency

Display comparable views, downloads, and citations on your user interface

Encourage publishers to share data set identifiers

ALWAYS reuse existing identifiers


