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What is VertNet? 

Access to loads of biodiversity 

data via a searchable cloud-

based platform on the web. 

 

Fast 

Easy 

Scalable 

Cheap 



VertNet builds on existing 

vertebrate networks  

Data are published to: 

 



VertNet Collaborations 



Technical Challenges 

• Cloud-based aggregation 

• Caching and Indexing 

• Search and Downloads 

• Cost 

Social Challenges 

• Knowledge gaps 

• Varied experience 

• Limited resources 



Great Progress So Far 
 

Complete:  51 institutions (160 collections) 

108 Data Resources 
 

In Progress:  29 institutions (85 collections) 

Waiting:  87 institutions (174 collections) 
 

 

2,068,859,726 Records Served 
June ‘12-June ’13 

 



Data Quality Challenges 

Our Goal 

To complete or correct as many fields as possible 
with standardized vocabularies. 

Our Reality 



Standardized Vocabularies 
DwC Fields 

verbatimSex 

verbatimTypeStatus 

verbatimCountry 

verbatimLifeStage 

 

# Standard Terms 

6 

8 

238 

64 

# Discovered Terms* 

710 

1861 

4962 

12721 

Non-Standardized Vocabularies 

DwC Fields 

Preparations 

# Useful Terms 

26 

# Discovered Terms* 

10712 

* ~2.7 million records reviewed 



Issue Tracking 

Why? 

Allow data consumers to: 

– Report questionable or incorrect data 

– Seek clarification and ask questions 

How? 

Users can communicate via: 

– Posted Email addresses 

– VertNet portal Feedback form 

– New! GitHub Issue Tracking 



GitHub 
Built for developers… 

• Public, project-based code repository 

• Automatic notification services 

• Interactive discussion 

• Public URLs for easy sharing 

• Long-term archiving 

• Subscription opportunities 

• Easy administration (we’ll help!) 

 

co-opted just for you! 



How It Works 

What we do: 

• Create an Organization 

• Create repositories 

• Assign administrators 

• Provide support online and 
offline 

• Monitor Issues 

What you do: 

• Get a GitHub username 

• Respond to issues (or not) 



Inside GitHub 

Activity 

Repositories 



Flagging An Issue 



Flagging an Issue 



Issues in GitHub 

Issues 



Issues in GitHub 



Please kick the tires! 

http://portal.vertnet.org 
 


