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Goals and Scope 

• 16 digitization centers 
(collaborators) 

• 4 collections added as PEN 

• > 60 non-governmental US 
herbaria (95%) 

• ~ 2.3 million specimen (90%) 

• 900,000 lichens 

• 1.4 million bryophytes 

• Mobilizing existing  

                    digital records 

 

http://lichenportal.org 

http://bryophyteportal.org 



Well established workflow 
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File 
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Experiences 

• Curatorial at Collections 

• Estimated number of specimens deviates from reality 

• Many specimens need curatorial work 

• Shipping works well 

• Imaging at Collections 

• 300 – 500 images per 8 hour day 

• Cost of digitization $0.3 - $1 per specimen (excluding 
transcription and long-term maintenance expenses) 

• Ability to create skeletal label data records varies 

• Backlog of images to upload 

• Noticeably increased visibility of collections in general and 
specific records 



Progress since December 2012 
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Bryophytes Lichens 

Institutions with records online: 58 

Total number of records online: 2.7 Million 



Progress Technology  

Custom 
System 

Metadata capture program 



Progress: OCR and NLP 

 



Progress: Volunteer interface 





Thank you 

• Programmers: Robert Anglin, Benjamin Brandt 

• Website testers: John Brinda and others 

• > 140 people at the digitization centers 

• > 60 Undergraduates 

• > 20 volunteers and interns 

• Many more at the smaller collections 

Funded by the NSF ADBC program 


