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10% of US specimens are digitized



www.idigbio.org
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Transcribing
Cataloging
Translating
Georeferencing
Recording and Creating Content
Mapping

Tagging
Categorizing
Linking
Contextualization
Correcting/Modifying Content

24 tasks in these categories:

Nelson et al. 2012, Dunn & Hedges 2013 
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http://volunteer.ala.org.au/



www.notesfromnature.org







Contributions of Notes from Nature volunteers

Total transcriptions: 188,184;     Number of volunteers: 3,805;      Mr. Kevvy’s transcriptions: 18,782 (10%)
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Apalachicola National Forest. 
Verbatim Locality: titi bog, Apalachicola 
National Forest, near Wilma.
Habitat: in a sphagnous area, presently 
dry, titi bog

http://www.museum.tulane.edu/geolocate
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Ampulex compressa (F.) from the 
Museum für Naturkunde Berlin 
(morphbank.net/?id=102143)

A: “Draw a box 
around any 
damage to the 
specimen”

http://www.morphbank.net/?id=102143


Ampulex compressa (F.) from the 
Museum für Naturkunde Berlin 
(morphbank.net/?id=102143)

B: “Outline the 
wings of the 
specimen”

http://www.morphbank.net/?id=102143


Ampulex compressa (F.) from the 
Museum für Naturkunde Berlin 
(morphbank.net/?id=102143)

C:  “What color 
is this part of 
the body?”

http://www.morphbank.net/?id=102143
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These tools and others 
have supported 
substantial progress of 
digitization.

, we 
recommend:

1. gathering experimental data on optimal 
user interface configurations 

2. experimentation for quality control 
3. georeferencing developments 
4. understanding motivation for user 

engagement 
5. development of education and outreach 

materials 
6. creation of best practice and standards 

documents 
7. improved interoperability among tools



wedigbio.org

WeDigBio Special Interest Group Meeting

Thursday
1:30-3:10
Hawthorne

Citizen science and digitization on a global scale

http://tinyurl.com/kgzmelv
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