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Introduction

• Notes from Nature (NFN) is a citizen science 
transcription project launched in April 2013 as 
part of the roster of successful Zooniverse
projects.



Proof of Concept

• Museum digitization in a citizen science 
framework?

• Represent multiple material types?
• Provide and engaging experience for 

volunteers?



Introduction











Herbarium Interface Statistics

• 2227 transcriptions per week (mean)
• 483 users per month (mean)
• Effort has a skewed distribution of users

• Most <100
• Some power users (>16,000)



Herbarium Interface Statistics

• Average time
• Herbarium 3:39
• Most are much faster (~2 minutes)

• Tremendous amount of volunteer effort!



Current Limitations

• Open ended projects
• Output requires processing
• Transcription methods may not be most 

efficient
• Improved user engagement



Upcoming Advancements

• More meaningful tasks
• Read and select metadata

• Improved transcription efficiency
• Fewer transcriptions?
• Transcribe once then validate



Upcoming advancements

• Transcription cleaning service
• Consensus based output
• DwC Archive

• Improved user experience
• User selected content
• External content (MoL, EoL)
• User dashboard







Upcoming advancements

• Educational modules
• Grade level based
• Southeastern U.S.



Thank you!

@nfromn
facebook.com/pages/Notes-from-Nature
blog.notesfromnature.org/



SPNHC 2015 Abstract
• We discuss forthcoming improvements for: 1) Creating 

more meaningful provider- and user-generated  
“expeditions,” or sets of images based on themes; 2) 
Tools to build consensus and quality metrics for the 
transcriptions to further enhance data quality; 3), 
Better workflows to support image loading and 
repatriation of data to our providers. We also discuss 
engagement efforts and interoperability with other 
biodiversity informatics tools. Such improvements help 
NFN take its place as a critical component of an 
ecosystem of tools needed to unlock the vast legacy 
biodiversity data for broad public good.
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