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History of Public Participation in 
Scientific Research 

Inadvertent 
scientist 

• Science, but for a different primary 
purpose 

Gentleman 
scientist 

• Self-funded, self-directed science as 
a hobby 

PPSR 

• Collaborative science between 
citizen and scientist 



 

April 14, 1644: 的n Seiryoden Palace, Kyoto, we enjoyed watching cherry 
blossoms and took sake provided by the emperor.  

The translation of the highlighted sentence is shown in red. The black entry is 
the date, according to the Japanese calendar. 



Benjamin Franklin 



Citizen science is 
gaining in popularity 
and technological 
advances provide 
new ways of 
participating with 
minimal training.  
 



3 billion specimens in 
biodiversity collections. 
 
Make them available to 
researchers tackling 
contemporary research 
issues. 



 

www.idigbio.org 
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Apalachicola National Forest.  
Verbatim Locality: titi bog, Apalachicola 
National Forest, near Wilma. 
Habitat: in a sphagnous area, presently 
dry, titi bog 

http://www.museum.tulane.edu/geolocate/ 
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Ampulex compressa (F.) from the 
Museum für Naturkunde Berlin 
(morphbank.net/?id=102143) 

C:  “What color 
is this part of 
the body?”  

http://www.morphbank.net/?id=102143
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