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Museum of Practical Geology, Jermyn Street, London 1851 - 1935 
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Geological Museum (IGS) Computing Department, 1970s 
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Geological Museum (IGS) Computing Department, 1970s 

BGS website Nov 2000 
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Geological Museum (IGS) Computing Department, 1970s 

BGS website Nov 2000 

BGS web-based GIS “Geoscience Data Index” 2000 
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Geological Museum (IGS) Computing Department, 1970s 

BGS website Nov 2000 

BGS web-based GIS “Geoscience Data Index” 2000 

BGS web-based GIS “Geoscience Data Index” Boreholes  2000 
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BGS online photograph database – developed entirely within BGS –      2000 
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BGS now uses AssetBank™ to manage images inside and outside the 

organisation as “GeoScenic”. Currently ca. 80,000 images available externally 
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Scans of original glass plate negatives of the Kidston palaeobotanical collection 

(3618 images)  

8,000 new photographs of the Kidston specimens will be available shortly 



© NERC All rights reserved Images of the National Building Stone Collection (4301 images) 



© NERC All rights reserved 

By 2006, all the main geoscience  

collections databases were 

available for online text 

searching…… 
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“Britrocks” – Online mineralogy & petrology database 
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“PalaeoSaurus” – online palaeontological database 
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Online “Onshore borehole material database” 
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Three major recent high resolution 

digitistion projects…… 

 

1. 125,000 boxes of UKCS hydrocarbon well 

core 

2.  215,000 petrological thin sections images 

(including plane & cross polars) 

3.   17,500 type UK macro fossils, including 

stereo-anaglyphs and 2,000 3d digital models 

(>100,000 images in total) 
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125,000 images -  e.g. North Sea Oil Wells 

 

Phase One P45+ camera: an ultra high resolution camera 

(7216 x 5412 pixels) 

  

Archived RAW and TIFF. Generated JPEG2000 and JPG 

thumbnails 

 

Box identified by barcode. Metadata written to screen 

 

Image files automatically renumbered with box number 

 

Average 1.25 minutes per box, including 100% 

audit/condition survey 

 

Financed from sale of core store 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BGS UKCS (Offshore) Hydrocarbon Cores 
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BGS Thin Section Macrophotography 

 
100,000 Scottish & 7,500 English & Welsh Thin 

Sections (Plane and Cross Polars) now online as 

part of Britrocks. 

 

Served as JPEG2000s 

 

Photography and some data entry by volunteers 
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BGS online GIS “GeoIndex”. Black triangles mark petrological thin sections with images. Blue 

triangles have no images yet. 
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http://www.bgs.ac.uk/data/britrocks/ 
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Jisc funded GB3D Fossil Types Online 

 
17,500 types, each with HR images, anaglyphs & labels + 

2000 3d digital models 

 

Images served as JPEG2000. Models available as .PLY 

and .OBJ 

 

Partners: British Geological Survey; National Museum 

Wales; The Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge; The University 

Museum of Natural History, Oxford; and the Geological 

Curators’ Group, representing a number of national, 

regional and university museums. 

www.3d-fossils.ac.uk 
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Imminent and Future Plans 

 
API (requests for beta version now being accepted), web 

upload of new specimens & corrections (manual procedure 

available now) – contact GB3D-Fossils@bgs.ac.uk 

 

HR imaging of 1 million+ onshore borehole specimens 

 

HR imaging of collection  of 225,000 British reference 

macrofossils 

 

Extensions to GB3D fossil types online for microfossil 

types and European fossil types 
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GB3D Fossil Types Online – Live 

Demonstration – including 3d glasses 

 

16:00 at Democamp 
. 

www.3d-fossils.ac.uk 

email: GB3D-Fossils@bgs.ac.uk 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.3d-fossils.ac.uk/
http://www.3d-fossils.ac.uk/
http://www.3d-fossils.ac.uk/
mailto:GB3D-Fossils@bgs.ac.uk
mailto:GB3D-Fossils@bgs.ac.uk
mailto:GB3D-Fossils@bgs.ac.uk

