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Mushroom Observer

http://mushroomobserver.org

Started 1n 2006

Global Community

Open Content

3,500 Observers
100,000 Observations
250,000 Photos

Clavaria sulcata (Overeem) R.H. Petersen

New Zealand
© 2007 Inski
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Engaging the Public

“Scratch your own 1itch”
“Start with an existing crowd”

“If you treat them as your
most important asset, they will
return the favor by becoming
your most important asset”

Enjoy the struggle, encourage
humor

Homo sapiens L. &

Gyroporus cyanescens (Bull.) Quél.

Massachusetts, USA
© 2011 Andrea Wilson
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[dentifications & Dialog

Map: Hide thumbnail map.
Proposed Names: Propose Another Name | Update Votes | Images: (small thumbnails)

Name Vote - Ty

Calvatia OO

Doubtful
Eearize pg harvey 9% (6) . Doubtfu OO%)-Q

Proposed — Community SR ’;% Ere ™

e

08
Recognized by sight
Bovista

indigo
Recognized by sight

shroomydan -51% (5) | Doubtful

For each name listed above select your opinion of how well that name applies to this observation. Select ‘Propose
Another Name' if you want to suggest another option. See the How to Use page for more detalls on how the votes

are tallied.
Okay | Useful | Good | Great

OO
@ @ = Observer’s choice @@ = Current consensus
C,CP

Comments: Add Comment

Created: 2011-04-01 14:23:15 EDT (-0400)
By: else
Summary: i love the first of April!
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Engaging the Public

Embrace laziness
Accept garbage
Deal gently with conflicts

Avoid anonymity & privacy

Make 1t easy to become an e

Gyroporus cyanescens (Bull.) Quél.

eXp e rt Massachusetts, USA
© 2011 Andrea Wilson
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Automated Data Sharing
—

Mushroom Observer

Last updated 2 days ago

W Tweet < 0 EiLike

Mushroom Observer is a collaborative mycology-related website. The community supporting Mushroom
Observer is committed to sharing and expanding people's knowledge of Fungi at all levels from beginners to
world authorities. Users provide content to the site in the form of observations, species descriptions,
discussions, voting and expert review. All copyrighted content on the Mushroom Observer is available under
one of the Creative Commons licenses and all source code for the site is open source. Last indexed July 11,

2012

SORT COLLECTION BY | Oldest s+ | VIEW AS | Gallery

Collection newsfeed
120 121 122 Next

Managers

18251 total items

E0JL 2708 taxa
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icensing & Data Reuse

File usage

The following pages on the English Wikipedia link to this file

e Agaricaceae

e Agaricales

e Agaricus

e Agaricus campestris

o List of Agaricaceae genera

7 6 pag es o List of Agaricales families
: ) o List of Agaricus species

Global file usage

The following other wikis use this file:
e Usage on ar.wikipedia.org
o O s
Copyright ©1994 Nathan Wilson (nathan) o i e
@ @ @ o Sl e
[ﬁ o Jaall O jle @

* Usage on ast.wikipedia.org

e Xampifon &

e Usage on az.wikipedia.org
e Agarikkimilar &7

e Usage on be.wikipedia.org

e lLlaMniHbEH 3BbIYaNHBI
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Occurrence Map for Agaricus campestris L.
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Herbarium Specimens

i

Amanita pachycolea D.E. Stuntz

California, USA
© 2011 Debbie Viesst
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Herbarium Specimens

+ % with herbarium specimens: 15-20%

+ % users who have made a specimen: 28%

i

Amanita pachycolea D.E. Stuntz

California, USA
© 2011 Debbie Viesst
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Herbarium Specimens

+ Next Steps
+ Professional Herbarium Collaboration

+ Validate and assess these numbers!

7 X hstx . & e TN N
IR 6 - YNP175 L5, % o
vy _,

< o & . o -
A R Y , o ) - -
Sk i ; WD~ Tl ol

Amanita pachycolea D.E. Stuntz

California, USA
© 2011 Debbie Viesst
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Improving Identifications

28% above the species level

65% below ‘expert’ confidence e

Massac husetts, USA
© 2012 Nathan Wilson

56% have no notes

Average note length: 179

Amanita Pers.
California, USA
© 2007 Ron Pastorino
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Improving Identifications

Better review process

Document observations

Russula Pers.
Massac husetts, USA

Computable descriptions et i

Standardize ‘Provisional’
Names

Amanita Pers.

California, USA
© 2007 Ron Pastorino
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What 1s an observation?

Just the Facts
Observed Features

Macroscopic

Microscopic

Digital Photomicrograph of
M()le Cular Amylosporus campbellii (Berk.) Ryvarden

California, USA, © 2007 Darvin DeShazer¥
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What 1s a species?

Concept: “A group of
organisms capable of
interbreeding and producing

fertile oftspring”

Definition: Type specimen, a
name, and a circumscription
that 1s believed to describe
the species that specimen

Morchella importuna M.Kuo,
belOngS to O’Donnell & T.J. Volk

California, USA
© 2002 Darvin DeShazeri
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[.innaeus, We Have a

Problem!

Look Alikes
Cryptic Species

Paraphy letlc & Scleroderma citrinum Pers.
Massachusetts, USA

P()lyp hyletic Group S © 2011 Nathan Wilson

Convergent Evolution

Changing Circumscriptions

Elaphomyces Nees

New Hampshire, USA
© 2009 Noah Siegel f
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Observations & Scientific Names

Circumscription(s)
/, \\

People Observations * * * * * * * P>Scientific Names

=

Barcodes
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Observations & Scientific Names

Circumscription(s)
/, \\\

~
\\

S

b N

People Observations— 7 €4 Scientific Names

=

Barcodes

nwilson@eol.org - http://mushroomobserver.org - http://eol.org



mailto:nwilson@eol.org
mailto:nwilson@eol.org
http://mushroomobserver.org
http://mushroomobserver.org
http://eol.org
http://eol.org

What's Needed?

Names for Shared Observational Experiences

Peer-Reviewed

Distinct, Unique, Memorable

Computable Definitions

‘Duck’ Typing

Amanita Pers.

California, USA
© 2007 Ron Pastorino

Semantic Web Technology

Connections to Traditional Scientific Names
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