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Missouri Botanical Garden 
Bryophyte Herbarium

One of 18 institutions 
managing the digitization of 
North American bryophyte 
and lichen labels

Houses the largest total 
number of specimens of 
any institution in the project 
(242,062; all bryophytes)
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Individuality of Collections

Collectors

Time periods

Geographical regions

Taxonomic groups
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Some Challenges

Exsiccatae and other 
duplicates

Recognizing 
historically important 
collections

Handwritten labels
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Exsiccatae
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Importance of Older Records

Our only solid 
evidence of past 
distributions

Critical to our 
understanding of 
responses to global 
change
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Wisdom of the Crowd

Handwriting analysis
Language translation
Georeferencing
Nomenclature
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