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Engaging Professionals and the Public:  
Outreach Efforts of the Friends of the  

University of Michigan Museum of Paleontology 



“Friends” History 
•  Founded in 1971 with support and encouragement of Dr. Robert Kesling 

•  Currently, Dr. Dan Fisher and Dr. Dan Miller represent the Museum, attend our 
meetings and share activities 

•  Focused on charitable, educational and scientific work 

•  ~75 active members 
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MichiganBasinFossils.org Photo Database 

•  Developed with NSF grant (S. Peters – Principal Investigator, J. 
Czaplewski, T. Baumiller, P. Kishor & M. McClennen) 

•  Same team that developed The Paleobiology Database 
(paleobiodb.org) 

•  Populated with photos from our members’ personal collections and the 
University of Michigan Museum of Paleontology collection 

•  Over 1600 images with 700+ taxa 

	  



MichiganBasinFossils.org 
 



Taxa, Locality, Stratigraphy & Comments	  
	  



Connected to Deep Blue and PaleoDB 



“Silica” Book 
•  “Strata and Megafossils of the Middle Devonian Silica Formation” 

originally published in 1975 

•  Reprinted in 2013 with rescanned plates 

•  To order: www.crinus.info/silica.html 



“Friends” Display Case in Ruthven Exhibit Museum	  
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Volunteer Efforts 
•  Members helped relocate invertebrate collection to new building 

•  Volunteer for National Fossil Day, Identification Day, Dino Day at Museum 

•  Presentations for Boy Scouts, MENSA youth, elementary schools, senior 
centers 
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Volunteer Efforts: Brennan Mastodon in Saline, MI 

•  1992 excavation south of Ann Arbor 

•  Tusks, teeth and bone recovered 

•  75 yard long trackway with 30 prints 

•  8 prints were cast in fiberglass 

Images: S.Labadie 



Financial Support for Research 
The Friends are a 501C non profit group 

•  Financial aid for Dr. Fisher’s team to travel to Siberia for mammoth research 

Images: National Geographic – F.Latreille 



Financial Support for Research – 3D Imaging 
•  Purchased Canon T2i Digital SLR camera, PhotoModeler 

photogrammertry software, and 3dSOM modeling software to support Dr. 
Miller’s 3D digitization of the Museum’s collection 

•  Spinocyrtia brachiopod 

•  Eldredgeops trilobite 



Specimen Donations to Museum 
Our members have donated hundreds of specimens, many previously undescribed 

•  Rutkowskicrinus patriciae – new crinoid genus 

•  Arkonips topororum – pyritized polychaete worm 

•  Acinetaster konieckii – new brittlestar 

•  Arkonaster topororum – 28 armed starfish 
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2003 Discovery, Removal and Preparation: 
Arkonaster topororum 
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Partially Uncovered 
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Trenching 
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Stabilizing 
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Ready for Removal 
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Social Media: The Fossil Forum 
•  ID support, Photo Gallery, Collecting, Gear,  and Prep Advice, Trades 

•  Wide spectrum of Paleo experience 



Social Media: 
Facebook Groups 

•  Time Periods 

•  Trilobites 

•  Vertebrates 

•  Echinoderms 

•  Gastropods 

•  Micropaleontology 

•  Fakes & Restoration 



Social Media: Twitter Hashtags	  
	  



Social Media: Professional Outreach 
•  Jeff Thompson was a student research assistant at Ohio State University 

coding morphological characteristics of Paleozoic crinoid echinoderms for 
the Assembling the Echinoderm Tree of Life (AeToL) project. 



Social Media:  
Museum Mascots – SUE the Trex 

Image:	  Wikipedia	  Creative	  Commons	  



Thank you! 
Questions?	  

	  
	  


