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A partnership between the city of
Mineral Wells, Texas and the Dallas
Paleontological Society

Presented by Lee Higginbotham
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Dont mige

thig auction

item! The
2xperience
ol a
millenia,
Sunday
May 20th,
will be an
all day
fogsil
hunting
excursion,
for up to 12
Sth grade
fogsil

maniacg!

THINKING
OUTSIDE

THE
CLASSROOM

he group will learn a little
bit of Texas geography. A
ttle bit of geology. A little

Dice Dazzle & Disco 2007 Auction
Item for Fifth Graders

An in-school field trip was organized this spring by Ms. Hughes
with Mr. Higginbotham bringing dirt for 5th graders to hunt for
fossils. Now there is an opportunity for kids to dig the dirt with
the fossils in situ. On Sunday May 20th, Lee & Melissa
Higginbotham, with Ms. Hughes in tow will take up to twelve
5th graders to Mineral Wells, Texas to hunt for fossils from the
Pennsylvanian age. All of the fossils that you find, you will get
to keep!! And you will be able to show off your fossils to your
classmates the next day. If it rains, then you will be muddier
and dirtier than if it doesn't rain! We will have a picnic lunch at
the "andfill" and we will have shakes and malts on the way
home at The Malt Shoppe. We will have great fun hunting for
fossils from the ancient waters of the Westem Interior Seaway
that used to cover Texas.

What's
Included

A Whole Day of
Fossil-Hunting
Fun-8:00 AM to
approx. 8:00 PM
Mrs. Hughes,

Mr. and Mrs.
Higginbotham for the
whole day

1 1/2 hour drive
to/from Mineral
Wells, Texas

fossil treasure
hunting in Mineral
Wells and west of Ft.
Worth

a picnic lunch for
hungry
paleontologists
drinks for thirsty
paleontologists
bags to bring
treasures home
fossils galorel We're
talking 300 million
year old stuffl

a group photo

«.FAQ...FAQ...FAQ...

How do | get to be part of this group?
Call Melissa Higginbotham to
gelt your child's name on the list
limited to 12 students.

How much can | denate to the Dads
Club for my child to participate? We
are making available a "Buy it
Now" price of $120/student, as
long as there is a min. of 6 kids
Do | have to be present at the auction
te win? No, but the group's total



"This land, while not specifically
named "Fossil Heaven," has offered
outstanding learning opportunities
for several groups of students and
myself. The landscape, as itis, is a
natural offering of a look into our
State's past. Students and teachers
can easily walk the ground, finding
remnants of past life.“ — Nancy
Hughes, DISD science teacher from
DeGolyer Elementary









On Site Tour

(‘lasses come to the Penn Dixie Site in
Hamburg, NY to learn about the
geology of the land 380 million-years-
ago. You will explore an ancient sea
floor from a time before dinosaurs
roamed. You will also collect mid-
Devonian age fossils, STUDENTS

CAN KEEP ALL FOSSILS THEY COLLECT! Tours are led by trained
volunteers who discuss age appropriate materials. Tours usually last 1 % - 2
hours, but can last as long as the teacher would like. There is no water on
site, but portable bathrooms are available. Also there are shelters if the class
would like to eat lunch on site.

To request information or to book an on-site tour, or please call Peg Herman
at 627- 6335.
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The Fossil Prairie Center Foundation
Foundations are non-profit organizations operating under lowa Code-Chapter 504A and Federal
(Internal Revenue Code) Section 501 (¢)-3. These groups operate exclusively for charitable,
educational, and scientific purposes...

The Fossil & Prairie Center Foundation is one such organization. Our group is made up of
individuals who wish to become more actively involved in supporting environmental education and
other conservation-oriented activities and projects in Floyd County! One of the primary goals of
this and any foundation is to raise funds via membership, gifts, annual events, etc.

Foundation activities will provide the Floyd County Conservation Board with an organizational
base for volunteers, advise as to the needs of the community, and an avenue for community
involvement.

Membership to the Fossil & Prairie Foundation will provide members with a seasonal newsletter of
upcoming events, progress of the center and the environmental education program, and
conservation related topics.

The initial building costs were around $500,000 with the total estimated cost of building and
furnishings to be over $800,000. The Foundation is seeking funds through membership, monetary
donations, fund raising events, memorials, and grants. Money raised will be used to complete the
display and provide furnishings.

Please consider making a donation to the building fund and/or becoming a member of the Fossil &
Prairie Center Foundation. All donations are tax deductible.

Please print the membership form and send to the Foundation.

Back to Fossil & Prairie Center Foundation Home Page




Dinosaur Valley
State Park

Glen Rose, Texas
(C) 1996-2008, Glen J. Kuban

Part of Kuban's Paluxy Website

Introduction

Dinosaur Valley State Park is located
in Somervell County Texas, near the
town of Glen Rose. Covering over
1500 acres and designated a National
Natural Landmark in 1969, the park is
great place to view the fossilized
dinosaur footprints, as well as to hike,
camp, picnic, fish, swim, and enjoy
beautiful scenery and wildlife. The
world-famous dinosaur tracks in the
park occur in a branch of the Brazos
River called the Paluxy. The park is open year round, but late summer is the
best time to visit for viewing the tracks, when the river level is generally low.
Those planning a visit are advised to contact the park to check on current river
and weather conditions:

Acrocanthosaurus tracks at the
"Main" site, Dinosaur Valley

State Park



RECLAMATION SUCCESS

7i/71E#>  Hanson Aggregates — Fossil

By Jeff Stoll, Geologist

In the spring of 1998, we could have never
conceived of what would become one of the
most anticipated local events in the history of
Sylvania, Ohio. At first, our goals were clear:
for our Sylvania Quarry and surrounding
property, we had to develop a long term mining
plan, as well as a public relations plan. After
coming to Hanson in the spring of 1997, it was
very clear to me how popular the local geologic
formations were (namely the highly
fossiliferous Silica Shale). This was evidenced
by the numerous calls and requests we received
from people wanting access to the quarry
ledges. So, after developing a mining plan that
took the quarry into the direction of these world
famous ledges, it was determined that safety
would be compromised if we allowed continued
access. This was the beginning of the thought
processes that led us to Fossil Park.

On an area of property containing an old,
shallow 6 acre quarry where cement stone was
once mined, the initial vision was born. The site
had many positive opportunities available: 1) it
was located away from long-term reserve
access; 2) it would serve nicely as buffer

Park

i

‘l'l

MinePlanning - Safety Cocerns

containing the famous Silica Shale.
So we wrote a letter to the mayor of
Sylvania, and he immediately saw
the vision and possibilities. But

"the devil", of course, is in the
details. A 99 year lease agreement
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DALLAS PALEONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY
PO, Box 223846

Dallas, Texas 75222-3846
$17-355-4693
www.dallaspaleo.org

Mar 26, 2008

City of Mineral Wells

City Manager, Mr. Lance Howerton
115 SW 1* St.

Mineral Wells, TX 76067

The former landfill located on the west side of Mineral Wells includes a pit that exposes
Pennsylvanian Age (~300 million year old) fossils. This site attracts fossil eathusiasts
from around the country. Fossils of many types are abundant and several uncommon
types can be found.  Additionally, educators in the area use the site for
geology/paleontology field trips. The area is of interest to professional paleontologists
and some academic studies are being performed on this site.

The Dallas Paleontological Socicty (the Society) understands this land is owned by the
City of Mineral Wells and may be redeveloped for other uses. The Society encourages
the City of Mineral Wells to consider making this site available for collection and study.
Two possible approaches for preservation that could be considered are: make the site a
public fossil park aimed at the general public, or make the site an educational resource
targeted for educators and serious fossil enthusiasts. The Society has contacted several
local paleontological professionals in the North Texas arca and they support keeping this
sitc open. Letters from them are attached in this package.

If the City is interested in pursuing these ideas, the Society would like to offer its services
in developing a strategy for preserving this paleontological resource. Mr. [ee
Higginbotham has been authorized to represent the Socicty for this purpose.



"This site attracts fossil enthusiasts
from across the
country...Additionally, educators in
the area use the site for geology/
paleontology field trips.” — Phil
Kirchoff President Dallas Paleo
Society



@ smu

Department of Geological Sciences
March 14, 2008

To: City of Mineral Wells

I am a paleontologist at SMU and the author of Lone Star Dinosaurs. 1 have extensive
experience working with K-12 teachers and with museums. My purpose in writing is to
urge you to consider an educational use of the Mineral Wells Landfill, a locality
frequented by avocational paleontologists regularly. Most of the fossils collected there
are of a common and general nature, and easy to find. Therefore, this locality has the
potential to be a terrific educational resource for your community that could integrate
well into Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM), and that would also be
an attraction to rock hounds, of which there are many combing Texas. | would imagine
that serious thought should be given as to how best utilize the resource in a sustainable
way with maximum value to education and science, but certainly it can be done if the will
is there. Should Mineral Wells choose to go in that direction, and if I might be of any
service, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
o ~ N

/ t CL*éj \y J (£ “5%’1
Louis L. Jacobs | /
Professor of EarthhSciences
and
President
Institute for the Study of Earth and Man at SMU
jacobs@mail.smu.edu
214-768-2425



"Most of the fossils collected there are of
a common and general nature, and easy to
find. Therefore, this locality has the
potential to be a terrific educational
resource for your community that could
integrate well into Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math (STEM)...“ — Dr.
Louis Jacobs, SMU



NATURE&:
SCIENCE

DALLAS TEXAS

31 March 2008

Lee Higginbotham
10417 Marsh Lane
Dallas, Texas 75229

Dear Lee;

This letter is to support your efforts in the establishment of a public fossil park in Mineral Wells.
It is a well established fact that fossils have always held great scientific fascination for students
of all ages and this new park would be an important resource for those interested in life long ago.

Here are a few sad facts about the state of science education in the U.S.

* 82 % of American 12th graders are not proficient in science and less than 15% of
respondents to a National Science Board survey described themselves as well informed
about new scientific discoveries and the use of new inventions and technologies.

«  72% of DISD kids are “at risk”

«  State of science education is declining -- Rod Paige, former U.S. Education Secretary,
called this decline “morally significant”

According to a recent study by the National Science Foundation, 85% of people in science
related careers credit museums with providing their most memorable science experience.
Museum’s, according to the National Science Foundation, are the most effective informal
learning institutions at illustrating science lessons from school and the greatest sources of ideas
professionals use as adults. And often it is exposure to fossils in museum exhibits that helps
inspire young minds to pursue science related careers.

It is from the perspective of informal science education that I see the value in the establishment
of a public fossil park at Mineral Wells. Its establishment would help inspire curious minds and
be a new resource to help curb the disturbing trend in science education in our culture today.

Good luck with your efforts.
Regards,

Anthony R. Fiorillo
Curator of Earth Sciences



"According to a recent study by the National Science
Foundation, 85% of people in science related careers
credit museums with providing their most memorable
science experience. Museums, according to the National
Science Foundation, are the most effective informal
learning institutions at illustrating science lessons from
school and the greatest sources of ideas professionals
use as adults. And often it is exposure to fossils in
museum exhibits that helps inspire young minds to
pursue science related careers. It is from the
perspective of informal science education that | see the
value in the establishment of a public fossil park at
Mineral Wells.” — Dr. Tony Fiorillo, The Perot Museum



To the Director of the City of Mineral Wells:

This letter is in support of the plan to make the Mineral Wells Landfill available to the
public.

For many years this locality has been visited by innumerable fossil hunters of all ages.
The area is very rich in crinoids,

an extinct marine animal. With cach rain the small fossil disks and rods are exposed so
the supply is virually endless.

The museum has taken field trips to the site and has also recommended the locality to
various groups such as scouts, college geology classes as well as individuals.

The pit with its gently sloping sides and soft soil is very safe for all ages. The experience
of actually finding fossils instead of seeing them in a lab is an invaluable experience.
The landfill also has other marine fossils such as brachiopods, snails, sponges cte.which
adds to the interest of the area,

[ would encourage Mineral Wells to find a means to keep this unique locality available to
the public.

Sincercely,

e

Aaron D. Pan, Ph.D.

Curator of Science

Fort Worth Museum of Science and History
1501 Montgomery St.

Fort Worth, TX 76017

AN /g,f
S :,M.(e,p

Irene Stemple

Museum School Instructor

Fort Worth Muscum of Science and History
Fort Worth, TX 76107



"The pit with its gently sloping sides
and soft soil is very safe for all ages.
The experience of actually finding
fossils instead of seeing them in a
lab is an invaluable experience." —
Dr. Aaron Pan and Irene Stemple
Fort Worth Science Museum
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THE UNIVERSITY
QOF TEXAS

AT ARLINGTCN

Departmert of Earth
and Environmerta! Saiences
Bon 19049

500 Yatss St
107 Geascence Building

Arlington, Texas

76019-004%
T817.272.1987
F 5172742628

gevlogy@un eou

April 3, 2008

Mr. Lance Howerton
Clty Managjer
115 S W st Sireet
P. O. Box 460

. Mineral Wells, TX 76068

Dear Mr. Howerton:

This letter is written in strong support of the Dallas Paleontological

| Society's (and others) efforts to preserve the site known as the “Minerai
| Wells Dump" for future fossil collectors and recreation purposes. This site

has been used for many years for these purposes and | know of no

' problems that have resulted. In fact, | have taken my invertebrate

paleontology class there on several occasions over the past years for a few
hours to look at the strata and to collect a few fossils.

This particular site is a very nice one for amateur fossil collecting as it
readily replenishes itself after every hard rain because of the softness of the
rock strata. It is one of few nice accessible localities in the north central
Texas area hat has good fossil material of Pennsylvenian geologic age.
From what | have seen of the material that comes from this site, the fossils
collected there have negligible monetary value.

It would be a very nice gesture for the City of Mineral Wells to provide for
some way that allows access for surface collecting as there would be no
damage to the property from this activity. If you should wish to meet with me
about this site and have me go with you to the site to explain the geology of

the area, | would be happy to do so. | know the geology of the area around

Mineral Wells very well as | have had several students do masters thesis

- work on some of the local ranches in Palo Pinto, Parker, and Wise counties

whose owners have been most kind and hospitable to us.

Sincerel

W&,&u Vsl

Mertynd Nestell
Professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences
817-272-2983 Email: nestell@uta.edu



"This particular site is a very nice one for
amateur fossil collecting as it readily
replenishes itself after every hard rain
because of the softness of the rock
strata...From what | have seen of the
material that comes from this site, the
fossils collected there have negligible
monetary value.” — Merlynd Nestell
University of Texas at Arlington



@ Mineral Wells, TX
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MINERAL WELLS FOSSIL PARK
PHASE | -- PROBABLE COSTS

: . Cost per Total
DESCRIPTION Quantit Unit :
y Unit Cost

1 Pipe Barricade around Parking Lot
4" diameter pipe barricade - $4.00 per lineal foot 300 L.F. $4 $1,200
includes installation

2 Parking Lot Surfacing -- Not Necessary
Surfacing of parking lot is not necessary as existing
compacted gravel area is more than adequate for the 7,500 S.F. $0 $0
parking lot proposed (this area was previously used
as the entrance to the landfill)

3 Portable Toilet — Delivery Fee 1 0“3;':“" $50 $50

4 Portable Toilet -- Annual Servicing Fee 12 Monthly $120 $1,440

5 Trash Cans / Dumpster -- Annual Fee 12 Monthly $120 $1,440

6 Information Signage at Parking Lot Includes
Includes "Rules of the Park" : Installation $200 $200

7 Directional Highway Signs 8 Signs Only $100 $800

. - : Supporis &

8 Highway Sign Supports and Installation i Glaton $100 $800
Subtotal $5,930
Contingency 15.0% $890
Contractor's Fee, Building Permit, Etc. 15.0% $890

Total Probable Cost for Phase |

$7,709




MINERAL WELLS FOSSIL PARK
PHASE Il -- PROBABLE COSTS

Cost per Total

DESCRIPTION Quanti Unit ;

By Unit Cost
Decomposed Granite Walkway (compacted)
Walkway shall start at the parking lot and extend to 500 S.F. $3 $1,500
the stairs leading into the Fossil Pit (5' wide x 100'
Stairs Leading Down into the Fossil Park Pit
See enclosed photographs for proposed design o it sie $2,000
Subtotal $3,500
Contingency 15.0% $525
Contractor's Fee, Building Permit, Etc. 15.0% $525
Total Probable Cost for Phase Il $4,550

PHASE Il -- PROBABLE COSTS

Covered Observation Deck

Observation Deck shall include guardrails, benches,

and a roof covering to provide shade - also included 0

are benches directly below the observation deck to i ar. 38 $11,250
provide shade and sealing within the Fossil Pit itself.

See photographs for pr d design (15' x 15').

Bridge to Covered Observation Deck

Bridge shall be for pedestrian traffic only and lead

from the end of the granite walkway to the Covered

Observation Deck. Construction will be similar to the 120 B $20 $2400
Observation Deck and both sides of bridge shall have

quardrails (4' wide x 30' long)

Solar Panel and Ceiling Fans Includes

located within the Observation Deck. & Installation ) AL
Custom Designed and Painted Signage

Sign shall be located within the Covered Observation 1 $1,200 $1,200
Deck and shall be educational and/or informational.

Subtotal $15,850
Contingency 15.0% $2,378
Contractor's Fee, Building Permit, Etc. 15.0% $2,378
Total Probable Cost for Phase Il $20,605
Total Probable Cost for all Three Phases $32,864

20f2



FOSSILMANIA

Welcome to Mineral
Wells Fossil Park

Didn't know there was such a place?
Neither did city officials until recently. But
it has been around for years. The city is
looking to make it an official artraction.

By Ormstin COYNE
cooymesmimer XL

The old Mineral Wells landfill is being looked at by the dty
1 X ossal ‘“'k after it was discovered lM site

[
" '&ﬁm for fossil hunting groups for years.

city officials = been digging and taking fossils from the
me'-w'l\’hrmldqwtnmm
people searching in the pit. i
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~in to fossil

The woekend kicks off boght
and carly Saturday, Apeil 4, with
the Fronter Stampede for the Ok!

Ja¥ Musewun

This gvent is 8 driving touwr and

feptLros Sovon NeIoncw sfos

(many not accossiblo at othor

tmes) There wil be brenkdast,

Dut the first car is ot 81 830 am
(inat 4:30 pm.).

Entry fee is $15 for the first fun-
un hand and $10 for additional
hands. Thore wil be prizes, Wve
music starting at 3 p.m., & sdenl

auction and move. Cars, molorcy-
cles and
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CITY BEAT

Officials dig

park plans

B Efforts to turn city's old landfill
borrow pit into an attraction for
fossil hunters move ahead.

By Crresmv Coyne
cooynemincraluvilsindex com

City officials are now actively looking into
proposed Mineral Wells fossil park
City Manager Lance Howerton said he and Donnae
Hoover, director of Mineral Wells Parks and
Recreation, will be looking over the site on Indian
Creek Road this week to form an idea of what is
needed to make the site functional as a park. The aty
will then be able to get estimates to present to the city
council
The parks board recommended that the aty look
into turning the abandoned landfill borrow pit into a
public park at their March 4 meeting
A staff member of the Texas Municipal League, the
city’s insurance carrier, also toured the site this
month and addressed the issue of liability for the dity,
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sils that can be found at the site and the geoio-
gy of the land, Higginbotham said
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as well, to provide information Wol-lw-lor "Mw
See PARK, page 3




-

Finding ways |

to deal with
school bullies

Mineral Wells High School has
taken proactive steps to stop or
deter student bullying problems.

W Second in a two-part series.

By Liwy Croery
Ieduettmineratuwellsindex.com

Vith close 10 930 students, Mineral Wells High School cer-
s LD Of bulying and hacassing behavior, but
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FossiL. PARK OpENING NEARS
JMMM“MNWMHW*MWMM}
East Texas Travel Associationduring their visit last week of the Mineral Wells Fossil Park. The guic
picked through the dirt for their own handful of fossils during their tour. The public works depar
~ment began MOving dirt at the future site of the parking area last week as the ground dried up

CHRISTIN COMNUND

‘of the few in the U S, that will allow hunters

and the park initially will be onen Fridavs to dudde

"'mmmmmmmd = the former borrow pit for the old city
landfill located off Indian Creek Road west of scheduled for May 8. The park will be
.iwmum«uh
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Mineral Wells Fossil Pk, officially
opens Saturday, b&€°™Mng one of the
few such parks in the Nation that will
allow hunters to k&P their finds.

By CrimsTy Cove B of the fossill
oywedtmineralavilsader com B Pk s bocated about two
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the state
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Eilleen Skeen, 12, of McKinney, Texas, looks
over a find at the city’s new fossil park. She
said she hopes to go into sclence one day.

Saturday, it will be open ¥r v
A to dusk. The park s local
on ndian Creek Road, abost twe

A VRANT A OLMTERY

' hrough Monday from A
- et Of Minesal Wells
miles north of US.

Hundreds turn out for fossil park opening

Twelve-year-odd Filcen Sheen
who wants w go IMo scrence
when she grows up, sa e WA
engoy ing berselt Satunday mom

ng as she phcked up chunks ot
dirt and rock to closer inspect the
preserved specimens

heen, from McKinoey

L.

s
wid she'd visited Clen Ross
betorne to hunt fossa)
1her oy et \-.A.‘ Dy W
I e progress of the Mineral
Wells tossa) park throug
Facebook

Accurding 1o Skeen

The tossils are very small but
good,” Sheen sadd about the
Mineral Wells site

“1've been looking for a place
10 tind paleozoic fossils.” Wil
Childress said.

He and Julve Vail took their

two children, Lilhan Wallace, 8,

See FOSSILS, page 2
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Mineral Wells Fossil Park

Mours of Operation

Friday-Monday 8 a.m. to dusk

Mineral Wells Parks and Recreation Department
940-328-7803
ance from the
al Soclety -
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Fossil Park

Hou of Operation
F yy-Monda g8 a.m. to dusk
Mineral W parks and Recreation pepartment
140-328-7803
Estab ished with ass stance from the
paloontologica soclety -
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Nineral Wells Fossil Park
Hours of Operation
Friday-Monday 8 o.m. to dusk
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