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Photo © jencesmith all rights reserved Location: Windy Hill, Woodside, CA (Google, OSM)

Places: Windy Hill Open Space, San Mateo, California Central Coast, m
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Lat: 37.3646626, Lon: -122.246078
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I am not able to identify the snake in the image, but it is not a rattlesnake. The tail is
clearly tapered to a point without rattles at the end.

Posted by greglasley 7 days ago

Data Quality Assessment
kucycads's 10: Colubnds (Famety Colubnidae) Agree? Quality grade: research gdetalls
Posted by kucycads 7 days ago
Either a racer, gopher snake, or garter snake Observation © jeneesmith

[(e0)] some rights reserved

Posted by kucycads 7 days ago
Is this observation ingppropriate, spam, or
offensive’? Flag this abservation

I agree with Greg, not a rattlesnake. Difficult to get size also. Gopher would be my
best suggestion.

If you think this observation is inaccurate, please
Posted by bob-dodge 7 days ago odd an ID, participate in the quality assessment
above, or gescribe the Inaccuracy in a comment,

Hey Jenee, welcome back! Like Greg said, there's no rattle, but sometimes very

young rattlers have small, 1-button rattles that can be hard to make out. Some

other traits to look for are a large, triangular head, a midsection that's much fatter

than the neck or the tail, and ridges right above the eves. Gopher Snakes can This & chrome
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actually mimic most of these traits (they even rattle their tail against dried leaves
and grass!), so sometimes you just need to have some experience seeing both kinds
of snake.

Given the large eyes, I think this snake is probably a juvenile Coluber constrictor
mormon, the Western Yellow-bellied Racer, though it might also be a juvie Gopher
snake. Closer shots of the head would help clear things up.

Posted by you 7 days ago
It rattled its tail against some rocks and it made a tiny sound, so I assumed it was a

rattlesnake, but based on the descriptions, I'm going to guess it was a juvenile
western yellow-bellied racer.

Idon't have any better shots (iPhone snapshot) but it was about somewhere
between 10-18inches long.

Posted by jeneesmith 7 days ago

jeneesmith’s ID: Colubrids Famty Colutndae) Agree?

Posted by jeneesmith 7 days ago

HiJenee,

The behavior you observed is something many snakes do when they are
agitated...vibrate their tail. Rattlesnakes just happen to have appendages on their
tail that make a noise we can hear. When racers, or other snakes vibrate their tails
in dead leaves, etc., it can indeed make a sound that might sound like a rattlesnake if
you are not real familiar with rattlesnakes. In any event, you witnessed a typical
behavior when a snake is agitated.

Posted by greglasiey 7 days ago

I would lean towards a young gopher snake on this one. A racer wouldn't have that
much pattern on the back half even at that small of a size, and the body proportions
aren't right for a racer either.

Posted by toby 6 days ago
The dorsal patterns for both juvenile racers and gopher snakes are very similar, the
snake is one of these two, and a closer or clearer picture would help with the ID.

How long was this snake? Racers tend to change into adult patterns after they grow
past one foot.

Posted by kucycads 6 days ago

I wish that I had a better photo - but all I had was an iPhone, and this is the best
photo I have.
The snake looked like it was roughly a foot long,

Posted by yeneesmith 6 days ago
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I am not able to identify the snake in the image, but it is not a rattlesnake. The tail is
clearly tapered to a point without rattles at the end.

Posted by greglasley 7 days ago

Data Quality Assessment
kucycads's 10: Colubnds (Famety Colubnidae) Agree? Quality grade: research gdetalls
Posted by kucycads 7 days ago
Either a racer, gopher snake, or garter snake Observation © jeneesmith
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Posted by kucycads 7 days ago
Is this observation ingppropriate, spam, or
offensive’? Flag this abservation

I agree with Greg, not a rattlesnake. Difficult to get size also. Gopher would be my
best suggestion.

If you think this observation is inaccurate, please
Posted by bob-dodge 7 days ago odd an ID, participate in the quality assessment
above, or gescribe the Inaccuracy in a comment,

Hey Jenee, welcome back! Like Greg said, there's no rattle, but sometimes very

young rattlers have small, 1-button rattles that can be hard to make out. Some

other traits to look for are a large, triangular head, a midsection that's much fatter

than the neck or the tail, and ridges right above the eves. Gopher Snakes can This & chrome
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Comments & Identifications

Do vou have any other photos? The streaks on the breast aren't extensive enough to
sell me on it being a Savannah. I don't think this a Savannah Sparrow but most
likely a Lincoln’s Sparrow.

As for Belding's, the breast streaking that is there isn't dark enough to be a
Belding's subspecies. Belding's are the only one that breed at Bolsa Chica but at this
time of year the other subspecies are starting to migrate in for the winter.

Ah, thanks Finatic, a good time for me to update that old assumption. I should have
more at home, will check later.

v ¥ E Your ID
Data Quality Assessment

c ' You can see a bit of the yellow lores in some of your pics, and it lacks the buff chest
ommunity- . . ) ,

; and flanks and gray areas on the head I would expect in Lincoln's.
supported |D?

Is the organism KNoWN a finatic's ID:
wild/naturalized? yes

Does the location unknown

seem accurate? yes With the added photos I agree with kueda that this is a Savannah Sparrow. Most
Quality grade BT likely of the nominate subspecies as I still don't like the breast streaking to call ita
Belding's.
I was thinking possibly Lincoln's due to what appeared to be a wide supercillium
but the vellowish wash isn't there on the chest.
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World’s Cutest Mammal? You be the judge.

Photo (c) Daniele Colombho, CC BY-NC-SA
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