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Focused Efforts 

• Advance digitization efforts at CMC 

• Workshop to expand digitization efforts 

for small collections in MI 

• Interactive web based educational 

module on specimen databases 



CMC Herbarium 
http://cmcherbarium.bio.cmich.edu/ 



Digitization at CMC 
• Significant Institutional Support 

– Administrative  

– Financial 

– Information technology 

– Electronic/Construction technician 

 

•       
 

• Michigan Flora and Voss database 

 



Digitization Challenges 

• Pre-digitization curation 

– Consolidating, evaluating and repairing 

– Organizing  

– Annotating 

– Folder labeling 

• Optimizing workflow 

• Space limitations 



“Organization never 

disappoints” 

Kate Gosselin 



Digitization Progress 
http://cmc-herbarium.blogspot.com 



Herbarium Digitization 

Workshop 
http://micob.org/ 



Educational Module – Specimen Databases 

Students will be able to… 

Goal I:  Describe raw data available in physical natural 

history museums and on-line databases 

Goal II:  Compare and contrast types of information 

obtained from physical and online sources. 

Goal III:  Extract data from on-line databases and 

convert into meaningful information 

Goal IV: Apply information to a key issue related to 

scientific discovery, biology and the living world 

Goal V: Appreciate the value of natural history 

collections in creating useful understanding of 

the world around us. 



“If you give people tools and they use their 

natural ability and their curiosity, they will 

develop things in ways that will surprise you 

very much beyond what you might have 

expected.” 

 

 
Bill Gates 


