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Collections are the 
lifeblood of modern 

ecology and evolution



Shark	Toothed	Weapon	-	Kiriba3		



Pomacentrus	vaiuli	-	Fiji





Decolonizing access to information



The niche: a multidimensional hyper volume
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The diversity niche: intersectional space



Race

Gender

Immigration StatusSexuality

Disability Status



Conferences are not always 
friendly places for women





What does this have to do 
with museum collections?

• As we saw with the meeting data- simple interventions 
can have a big payoff in increasing our impact


• Think about small changes on how we do something we 
are already doing can make meaningful impacts 


• Digitization is already doing a lot to improve our 
intellectual community, how can we do it better?





Axes along which 
digitization can help

• Geography


• Economics


• Disability status


• Addressing our neocolonial legacy
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Neocolonial legacy

https://hyperallergic.com/404749/2nd-annual-anti-columbus-day-tour-american-museum-of-natural-history/



What can we do to improve 
our outreach

• Talk openly about who we want to include


• Listen to groups that have been historically marginalized


• Forge meaningful collaborations - go beyond “set it and 
forget it” mentality


• Realize you don’t have to do it all yourself



Useful resources

• ESA Inclusive Ecology Section: http://www.esa.org/
inclusive-ecology/


• 500 Women Scientists https://500womenscientists.org


• Society for Advancement of Chicanos/Hispanics and 
Native Americans in Science http://sacnas.org
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