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The New York Botanical Garden Herbarium

• 7.8 million specimens of plants and fungi

• Worldwide, with emphasis on the Americas

• Avg. 50,000 new accessions annually

• Avg. 20,000 specimens sent on loan/year

• Avg. 2000 days worth of scientific visitors/year

• Digitizing on average 400,000 specimens/year



Digitization of Caribbean Plant Specimens





















Lessons Learned

• Learning  correct keyboarding skills is a useful outcome of herbarium specimen transcription

• Focus on data elements that are the easiest to interpret, e.g., location, date, collector name, but recognize 
that even these will present challenges, especially for older specimens with handwritten lables

• Try to have one assistant for every 2-3 transcribers – they will need quite a lot of help

• Just as with any transcription project, there are a few people who do the bulk of the work

• Be mindful of concerns about the presence of ex-offenders on your site.

• If the initial session is successful, try to follow up as quickly as possible with a plan for future events.

• Timing is everything!


